
 

Where We Meet 
1017 S. 2nd St. (Old Hwy. 367) 
Cabot, AR 72023 
 

When We Meet 
Sunday 
Bible Classes – 9:00 am 
Worship – 10:00 am, 5:00 pm 
Wednesday 
Bible Classes – 7:00 pm 
 

Our Elders 
R.D. Hopper 
Norman Kemper 
 

Our Deacons 
Troy Hunter 
Kelly Kendall 
Tony Ramick 
 

Our Preacher 
Alex Hale 

As we considered Job in last week’s bulletin, we saw that God did not always answer 
Job’s questions. In fact, at times it seems as if God asks Job more questions than He 
gives Job answers. This is important as we think about suffering. Sometimes we can 
pinpoint the cause of our suffering, but this is not always the case. I am convinced 
that with suffering, we often ask the wrong question. We often focus on the reason 
for our suffering, asking, “Why did this happen to me?” 
 

The more important thing, however, is not the reason for our suffering, but the purpose 
for our suffering. As God converses with Job, He does not provide a reason for the 
suffering, but the Lord does give Job a purpose for it. Job’s suffering is not wasted. 
The pain that he experienced would not be in vain. Such can true of pain and 
suffering in our lives. God can use it; God can have a greater purpose for it. This is 
not to say that everything which happens in life is good, but it is true that good can 
come from everything which happens. 
 

What is that purpose? First of all, pain can lead to change. One of the things God 
does for Job is redeem his pain by drawing Job closer to Himself. At the end of the 
book, Job tells God that he knew Him differently than he did before he went through 
all of the pain. How many of us have gone through something tragic in life, and in 
the process, we turned to God when we might have otherwise ignored Him? 
 

God can use sorrow in our lives to help us turn away from sin and draw us closer to 
Him. When people go through difficult times, we typically see one of two reactions: 
(1) Some will push God away, but (2) Others will embrace Him, and find that He is 
close to them. 
 

We also see that pain can lead to redemption. We read that God redeemed a lot of 
pain in Job’s lifetime. 
     Job 42:12-17 [ESV] And the LORD blessed the latter days of Job more than his beginning. And 
     he had 14,000 sheep, 6,000 camels, 1,000 yoke of oxen, and 1,000 female donkeys. He had 
     also seven sons and three daughters. And he called the name of the first daughter Jemimah, 
     and the name of the second Keziah, and the name of the third Keren-happuch. And in all the  
     land there were no women so beautiful as Job's daughters. And their father gave them an  
     inheritance among their brothers. And after this Job lived 140 years, and saw his sons, and his  
     sons’ sons, four generations. And Job died, an old man, and full of days. 
 

God gives Job a happily-ever-after ending … but it does not always work out that way. 
God works for Job’s good here in this world, but the ultimate good that takes place 
through Job’s suffering is that God is glorified. Whether we have success or failure, 
our objective in life should be to glorify God. This flies in the face of what most 
people look at as the meaning of life, which of course is happiness. When we get this 
wrong, it causes much more pain and suffering. Though we think we are supposed to 
be happy, it is only when we seek to glorify God that we find true joy. Job 
understands that whether things are good or bad, God gets the glory (Job 1:21). God 
redeems the pain of Job. With Job’s faithfulness, he proves that God was right and 
Satan was wrong. Philip Yancey says that Job is God’s “Exhibit A.” In other words, he 
is proof that it works – that the relationship God wants with His children can exist.  		
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“I shall always be 
ready to remind you  

of these things…”  
2 Peter 1:21 
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“I shall always be ready to remind you of these things…”  (2 Peter 1:12) 

Lessons on Suffering [Part 2] 
By Alex Hale 
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The point of this parable is 
not to compare God with the 
judge; it is to compare the 
disciples with the widow 

             Joseph’s  
                           righteous 
behavior was ____________, 
45:3; 50:15 

“I shall always be 
ready to remind you  

of these things…”  
2 Peter 1:21 

2020 Bible Reading Plan 
 
 
 

Readings for This Week 

q Monday – Mark 13 
q Tuesday – Matthew 24 
q Wednesday – Matthew 25 
q Thursday – Matthew 26 
q Friday – Mark 14 
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God continues to redeem the pain of Job. When Job sat in a pile of ashes, scraping sores with a broken piece of 
pottery, he did not know that generations later, we would read about him and receive strength. 
 

In the middle of his suffering, Job takes a stand. 
     Job 19:25-27 [ESV] For I know that my Redeemer lives, and at the last he will stand upon the earth. And after my skin has been  
     thus destroyed, yet in my flesh I shall see God, whom I shall see for myself, and my eyes shall behold, and not another. My  
     heart faints within me! 
 

Job’s ultimate confidence in God’s redemption was not in this world. He knew that one day God would make 
things right (Romans 8:18). You may go through all kinds of pain and suffering in this life, but when you compare 
it to heaven, there is no comparison. You may have 70 or 80 years of pain, suffering, and injustice, but when you 
have been in heaven for 10,000 years and someone comes up and wants to talk, you are not going to be talking 
about what happened on earth. Our hope is in heaven. The book of Job is considered by most people to be the 
most complete theological treatment of pain and suffering that we have in our Bible. However, Job is not a 
theological book. It is a man’s life story. It is a book about a man from the land of Uz who went through a lot of 
what you might be going through. He had a hard time financially and did not know how his needs were going to be 
met. He had a lot of hopes and dreams about his family, and a lot of them were shattered. To top it all off, he had 
these ideas about who his friends were, but in the middle of his pain, his friends just accused him of wrongdoing. 
However, we read his story and we find comfort (Job 19:23-24). In Job’s story, we find our story. In Job’s God, we 
find our God. 

News & Notes 
•  If you are interested in being a part of a small group online Bible  

study through a digital platform called Zoom, please reach out to 
Alex and we will make arrangements. 
•  Wednesday Bible class will be live streamed via Facebook. Resources  

for adults and children will be emailed and posted to the website  
prior to Wednesday. You can download and print them, and they will  
correspond with the lesson. 
•  Even though our face-to-face meetings are currently limited, you can 

access information through our website, daily blog, and Facebook. 
•  Please reach out if you have needs! We would be happy to assist you! 

3. God’s answers can be  
    __________ 
•  From our perspective, it can 

seem like He is not answering 
    - “Speedily” is based upon  
       ______ ______ of time, 2 Pet  
        3:8; Rev 6:11 
    - This leaves us asking, “____  
       _______, __ _______,” Psa  
        13:1-2; Rev 6:10 
•  We must be willing to ______, 

Psa 130:5; 27:13-14; Isa 40:31 
    - God _______ us, Prov 15:29 
    - Our prayers are __________  
       and __________, Jas 5:16 

10:00 Sermon Notes 
 

PLANTING SEEDS IN OUR OWN LIVES 
Prayer: Lesson Two (Luke 18:1-8) 

WE SHOULD PRAY _________ 
•  This means to pray: 
    - ______________, 1 Ths 5:17;  
        Rom 12:12; Eph 6:18 
•  We see this in Jesus’ _____, 

3:21; 5:16; 6:12; 9:16, 18, 28-29; 11:1; 
22:32, 44 
•  We see this in Jesus’ 

_________, 18:1 
 

WHY DO WE LOSE HEART? 
1. We are ______ 
•  We often find ourselves 

overwhelmed and our 
_________ life suffers 
•  We often ______ on ____ ____ 

    strength 
•  No matter how busy we are, 

communication with God is 
essential 

    - We will find time for things  
       that are __________ to us,  
        Dan 6:10-11 
2. Times are ______ 
•  Trials can _______ our faith, 

Jas 1:2-4; 1 Pet 1:6-7 
•  They can also reveal 

__________, 8:13 
    - The disciples were going to  
       experience hard times,  
        17:25; 18:7 


